MINUTES OF REGULAR SESSION

HIGHLAND CITY COUNCIL

MONDAY, APRIL 3, 2006
Mayor Michaelis called the Regular Session to order.  Councilmembers present were Riffel, Sinnock, Gould, and Zobrist.  Others in attendance were City Manager Mark Latham, City Attorneys Hebrank and Rosser, Directors Gillespie, Rosen, Rusteberg, and Sivewright, Police Chief Baney, Supervisor Limestall, Treasurer Foehner, Deputy City Clerk Hediger, City Clerk Bellm, 18 citizens, and 2 members of the news media. 

MINUTES

Councilman Sinnock made a motion to approve the minutes of the March 13, 2006 Special Session for Budget Review as attached; seconded by Councilman Riffel.  All Councilmembers voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.  
Councilman Riffel made a motion to approve the minutes of the March 20, 2006 Regular and Executive Sessions as attached; seconded by Councilman Sinnock.  All Councilmembers voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.  
Councilman Riffel made a motion to approve the minutes of the March 28, 2006 Special Session and Special Executive Session as attached; seconded by Councilman Sinnock.  All Councilmembers voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.  
PROCLAMATION

Mayor Michaelis read and signed a document proclaiming Friday, April 28, 2006 as Arbor Day in the City of Highland. The proclamation was presented to Tree Commission member Sharon Rinderer.  Ms. Rinderer and Mayor Michaelis presented certificates to the top three winners of the Arbor Day Poster Contest: Spencer Holzinger, 3rd Place; Austin McCloud, 2nd Place; and, Katlin Sullens, 1st Place.  A sampling of classroom winners is on display during the month of April in the Council Chamber.    

Mayor Michaelis read and signed a document proclaiming April as Child Abuse Prevention Month.  
PRESENTATION

Dave Bradford, Vice President of the Illinois Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP) and Chief of the Glen Carbon Police Department presented Chief Terrance Baney with the IACP’s designation of Certified Police Chief.  This certification means that Chief Baney has met the highest standards of competency and conduct for police chiefs in Illinois.  Chief Bradford explained it is a very rigorous process, in which Chief Baney voluntarily submitted himself to the scrutiny of his peers.
PUBLIC FORUM

Staff Reports:


City Manager Latham reported on the damage created by Sunday’s storm.  Fortunately, there was no loss of life; one minor injury reported.  406 structures were damaged; of those, 8 have major damage.  Electric Director Sam Sivewright reported Redbud, Carlyle, Breese, and Waterloo have sent crews to assist our crews with getting power restored.  He is not sure that power will be restored tonight in all areas.  City Manager Latham reported the Red Cross is serving meals at the VFW Hall, which 40-50 citizens took advantage of.  20-yard dumpsters will be placed at the VFW, Spindler Park, and Highland Community Church for debris.  Tree limbs and yard waste should be placed at the curb or may be taken to the City’s Water Reclamation Facility off Iberg Road.  Councilman Riffel commended staff for their efforts.  He added communication is the key.  We need to utilize Channel 10, the internet, and the Greenville radio station to get this information out to the residents.  Councilman Gould added a special thanks to the four communities for supplying additional help.  

Falcon/Quail Neighborhood Meeting


City Manger Latham reported that about 50 residents attended a neighborhood meeting on Thursday, March 23.  The purpose of the meeting was to present what the council had discussed as options for the non-developed area, and to get the residents’ input.  Although, an overwhelming majority of those in attendance (46 residents), expressed they would like the city to take no action or install Cul-de-sacs at the end of each street, City Manager Latham believes public safety is an issue with leaving the streets closed for a long period of time.  

Councilwoman Zobrist stated we are very fortunate that people were not stuck in this subdivision, with the amount of damage that occurred out there.  Councilman Riffel stated he was shocked and happy that there was not more damage.  However, he questioned what priority we give this over other projects.  Councilman Riffel instructed city management to move forward with acquiring right of way to connect of the street.  Councilman Gould agreed.  Councilman Sinnock expressed he is not in favor spending funds on this, right now.  There are a number of other projects out there.  He would have a hard time explaining why we would do this project over other projects already on the list.  Councilman Gould clarified we are not okaying staff to build the streets – just to acquire right of way.  Mayor Michaelis summarized we are asking staff to do research and prepare to discuss this with the council.  Councilman Riffel asked if the landowner is willing to cooperate.  City Manager Latham replied yes, he has indicated he would be willing to dedicate the necessary property.  Councilman Riffel clarified we want to get the property while we can.  This should have been done earlier, but the landowner blocked it.  Councilman Sinnock noted 46 of 50 residents, from this neighborhood, that were at the meeting, asked the city not to take any action.  There are many stubbed streets in the community.  Councilman Riffel stated he sees this as an opportunity, so that the option is not eliminated down the road.  
2006-2007 Budget


Finance Director Sharon Rusteberg noted changes to the budget were included in the council’s packets.  With the approval of the non-home rule sales tax referendum, we will have just over $500,000 to spend in street projects, without going out for bonds.  Projects included are 6th Street Storm Sewer Improvements, $150,000; Square Renovations - Phase II, $750,000; Repair/Replace of Sidewalks, $165,000; Landscaping Roundabout, $15,000; and, Poplar Street Project – Phase II, $295,000.  With the changes made, we will be able to maintain the necessary 45-day working cash flow.  Councilwoman Zobrist asked is the overtime, because of the storm, going to impact the coming year’s budget.  Director Rusteberg stated she does not believe it will.  However, we cannot anticipate these things.  
Councilman Riffel would like to see funds in the budget for new sidewalks.  Director Rusteberg stated there are no funds in this budget.  The discussion was to hold off this year, to rebuild the MFT funds.  Director Gillespie reported $165,000 has been placed in the budget for repair/replace, since there are no MFT funds available this year.  Next year, we will have built the MFT funds available back up for repair/replace and that will allow funds in the budget for new construction.  Councilman Riffel stated sidewalks along Broadway to Iberg and along Route 160 from Poplar Street to the high school and middle school are a priority.  He would also like to see us push faster on construction of the Northeast Quadrant, for completion by FY 2008-09.  
Councilman Gould and Sinnock agreed the sooner the better.  Additionally, Councilman Riffel stated he would like to see additional funds for use of a camera to inspect sewer lines and for relining.  Director Gillespie noted there is an additional $25,000 for camera investigation.  He requested staff work with the $25,000; if it looks like we can do more, we will come back to request an amendment.  Councilwoman Zobrist asked if it would help taking out the $15,000 for the roundabout landscaping.  Director Gillespie explained we do this within the Sewer Enterprise Funds.  He believes $25,000 is all time will allow for with the budget year.  Director Rusteberg agreed staff would look at moving the Northeast Quadrant forward towards completion.         
NEW BUSINESS

Make Tentative Budget Available for Public Review at City Hall and Set Public Hearing – Councilman Riffel made a motion to make the tentative 2006-07 FY budget available for public reviewing at City Hall beginning April 6 and setting a public hearing for April 17, 2006; seconded by Councilman Sinnock.  All Councilmembers voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.  

Bill #06-15/Ordinance Authorizing Issuance of Electric System Alternate Revenue Source Bonds – Councilman Sinnock made a motion to approve Bill #06-15/Ordinance #2202 authorizing issuance of Electric System Alternate Revenue Source Bonds as attached; seconded by Councilman Gould.  Joy ??? reported the bonds are AAA-rated.  The city chose to do a competitive bond sale, which means taking bids to get the lowest possible cost.  Bids opened at 1:00pm today; we have seven bids, which is a good number.  Harris Bank, of Chicago, had the lowest bid at 5.35%.  Director Rusteberg noted we’ve had several local people asked about buying the bonds.  Joy warned the bonds would sell very quickly; she suggested local financial institutions call immediately in the morning to Harris Bank.  These are preferred bonds for banks, so they may not sell them.   Councilmembers Riffel, Sinnock, Gould, and Zobrist voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.   

Bill #06-16/Ordinance Abating Taxes Levied for 1997 GO Street Improvement Bonds – Councilman Gould made a motion to approve Bill #06-16/Ordinance #2203 abating taxes levied for 1997 General Obligation Street Improvement Bonds as attached; seconded by Councilman Sinnock.  All Councilmembers voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.   
Bill #06-17/Resolution Accepting Platted Improvements – Autumn Crest First Addition – Phase I – Councilman Riffel made a motion to approve Bill #06-17/Resolution #06-04-1609 accepting platted improvements of Autumn Crest First Addition – Phase I as attached; seconded by Councilman Sinnock.  Councilman Riffel inquired what bond’s term is.  Supervisor Limestall replied two years.  All Councilmembers voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.   
Approve Purchase of Three Squad Cars from State Bid Dealer – Councilman Sinnock made a motion to approve the purchase of three squad cars from Miles Chevrolet Inc. of Decatur, Illinois, 2006 State Bid Dealer, in the amount of $51,600.44, in addition to the trade-in of (1) 2002 Ford Crown Victoria, (1) 1998 Ford Crown Victoria, and (1) 1998 Chevrolet Lumina as attached.  Motion seconded by Councilman Gould.  Councilman Riffel inquired if the 1998 Lumina is a squad car.  Chief Baney reported it is a $1 car that was purchased through Madison County for administrative uses.  We will be taking one of the squad cars out of service and making it the administrative car, and purchasing three new squad cars.  Councilman Riffel inquired if the decals would come off the car.  Chief Baney replied yes, it would be unmarked.  Councilman Riffel acknowledged he likes to see as much purchased in town, as possible.  Have we made contact with local dealerships?  Chief Baney reported he talked with the local Chevrolet dealer.  They could not get them in the required timeframe.  Last year, we spent over the State Bid price to buy local.  Councilman Riffel inquired how performance has been for Chevrolet.  Chief Baney reported they have been outselling Ford, as far as squad cars, and get better fuel mileage.  The benefits out-weight the negatives.  Right now, the Chevrolet Lumina is a better deal.  Councilwoman Zobrist inquired if any consideration has been given to the costs of decaling the cars.  Chief Baney replied yes.  The cost to decal locally has been 3-4 times the amount at other places.  It is worth looking at options outside, but we’ll give the local vendor an opportunity to bid again.  Councilmembers Riffel, Sinnock, Gould, and Zobrist voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.   
Approve NOML Bid #PR-02-06 Plaza Landscaping Project – Councilman Riffel made a motion to approve NOML Bid #PR-02-06 for Plaza Landscape project as attached; seconded by Councilman Sinnock.  City Manager Latham reported the plan is to do something different with the redbuds and remove the crabapple tees.  Mayor Michaelis asked if this would be able to get done yet this spring.  Director Rosen replied we will try, but it will be tough.  If not, Fall is the ideal time.  However, we have the irrigation system to sustain the plantings.  Mayor Michaelis stated if we can’t get it done this spring, it may behoove us to wait until Fall.  Councilman Gould noted the title on the bid sheet needs to be changed.  All Councilmembers voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.

Award Bid #PW-01-06 Broadway Water Services – Councilman Sinnock made a motion to award Bid #PW-01-06 Broadway Water Services to Korte and Luitjohan Contractors, Inc. in the amount of $59,040.00 as attached; seconded by Councilman Gould.  Councilman Riffel inquired where this would be.  Director Gillespie reported this project is the replacement of water service from Poplar Street to Eden.  Councilmembers Riffel, Sinnock, Gould, and Zobrist voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.   
REPORTS
Approve Warrants #657 & #658 – Councilman Riffel made a motion to approve Warrants #657 & #658 as attached; seconded by Councilman Sinnock.  Councilmembers Riffel, Sinnock, Gould, and Zobrist voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.

Councilman Gould made a motion to temporarily adjourn and go into Executive Session to discuss property acquisition and litigation; seconded by Councilman Riffel.  All Councilmembers voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried. 8:00pm

Mayor Michaelis reconvened the Regular Session at 9:16pm.  Councilmembers Zobrist, Gould, Sinnock, and Riffel were present. Others in attendance were City Manager Latham, City Attorneys Hebrank and Rosser, Deputy City Clerk Hediger, and City Clerk Bellm.

Councilman Riffel made a motion to adjourn; seconded by Councilman Sinnock.  All Councilmembers voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 9:16pm.
Joseph Michaelis, Mayor
Barbara Bellm, City Clerk
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