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MINUTES OF REGULAR SESSION 
HIGHLAND CITY COUNCIL 
MONDAY, JANUARY 18, 2010 

  
Mayor Michaelis called the Regular Session to order at 7:00pm.  Councilmembers present were 

Rickher, Bardill, Bellm and Zobrist.  Others in attendance: City Manager Mark Latham, City Attorney 
Harold Belsheim, Directors Cook, Gillespie, Rosen, Rusteberg and Schoeck, Police Chief Bell, 
Supervisors Limestall, Treasurer Foehner, Deputy City Clerk Hediger, City Clerk Bellm; Scott Bowles, 
of Spectrum Consulting; 21 citizens and 1 member of the news media.   

 
 

MINUTES 
 

Councilman Bardill made a motion to approve the minutes of the January 4, 2010 Regular 
Session as attached; seconded by Councilwoman Bellm.  Roll Call Vote: Rickher, Bardill, Bellm and 
Zobrist voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.   
 

 
PUBLIC FORUM 

 

Citizens’ Requests and Comments: 
Highland Arts Council – Art in the Park 2010 Participation Request – Lynnette Schuepbach, 

of 105 North Harvest Crest Court, Vice President of Highland Arts Council and 2010 Art in the Park 
Chair, and Tina Frank, of 46 Cardinal Lane, President of the Highland Arts Council, thanked the City 
of Highland for their past support of Art in the Park.  They requested $8,000 of funding for the 2010 
Art in the Park event to be held October 10 – 12, 2010.  Councilwoman Bellm stated she would make a 
motion for $7,500 because we only have $7,500 budgeted for 2010 and we are asking everyone to cut 
back.  Councilwoman Bellm made a motion to approve the request of $7,500 in tourism funding for the 
2010 Art in the Park event; seconded Councilman Bardill.  Roll Call Vote: Rickher, Bardill, Bellm and 
Zobrist voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.  

 
Challenger Sports British Soccer Camp – Glik Park Use Request – Director Rosen came 

forward and stated this person will not be here tonight.  This group travels to different communities to 
hold soccer camps.  In exchange for holding the camp, they pay a fee.  They were hoping to get all their 
paperwork together before this meeting.  Councilman Bardill made a motion to approve the use of Glik 
Park Soccer Fields for a Challenger Sports British Soccer Camp to be held August 9 – 13, 2010 as 
attached; seconded by Councilwoman Bellm.  Roll Call Vote: Rickher, Bardill, Bellm and Zobrist 
voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.  

 
Highland Civic Woman’s Club – Child Abuse Prevention Walk Request – Jennifer Baker, 813 

13th Street, Crime Prevention and Safety Department Chair of the Highland Civic Woman’s Club, 
requested road closure of Broadway from Washington Street to Spindler Park on Sunday, April 13, 
2010 for a public walk from Walnut Street to Spindler Park.  The walk starts off the free event for the 
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public, which runs from 1:00 – 3:00 pm at Spindler Park with free games, rides, and family activities 
for all ages.  The purpose of the event is to raise awareness about child abuse.  We have different 
organizations that participate by presenting information and providing games and activities for the 
whole family.  Councilwoman Bellm asked for clarification on the date.  Ms. Baker clarified it is April 
18, with a rain date request for April 25, 2010.  Councilwoman Bellm made a motion to grant the 
request of the Highland Civic Woman’s Club to hold their 2010 Child Abuse Prevention Walk on 
Sunday, April 18, 2010, with a rain date of Sunday, April 25, 2010, from 1-3pm as attached; seconded 
by Councilman Bardill.  Roll Call Vote: Rickher, Bardill, Bellm and Zobrist voted aye, none nay.  
Motion carried.   

 
Madison County Fair Association – 2010 Race Dates Request – Sue Zobrist, 1103 Ellis Road, 

Secretary/Treasurer and Speedway Manager for Madison County Fair Association, and Scott Kuhn, 
2084 Jamestown Road, track operator and promoter came forward to request approval of the 2010 race 
dates.  Ms. Zobrist stated we have scheduled the opening night of the regular season for Saturday, April 
3, with races through Saturday, September 25.  We have scheduled three dates for special races in 
addition to the week of the Madison County Fair.  Play Nights are scheduled again this year.  We are 
asking to run from 5-8pm during the school months and 6-9pm during the summer months.  We ask 
again for you to allow us to run over the time limit one or two nights.  Last year we only ran over the 
time limit one night and it was by a minute or two; however, it helped us tremendously not having to 
reschedule.  Councilman Bardill motioned to approve the Madison County Fair Association’s 2010 
race dates requests; seconded by Councilwoman Bellm.  Councilwoman Bellm noted I see there is only 
one date for the make up of rain outs.  There was a couple times that it rained last year and there was a 
scramble to see if it was okay for racing on a Sunday to make up the race.  Is there a way to make a 
provision for that with this?  Mr. Kuhn stated it would be nice; however, we realize there are a lot of 
other things that are taken into consideration with that.  Mayor Michaelis stated, personally, I don’t 
have an issue with that occurring.  However, I would ask that you contact City Manager Latham and 
get permission from the council and police department before proceeding.  Councilwoman Bellm 
expressed I was just trying to figure out a way to prevent everyone from scrambling.  Mayor Michaelis 
inquired if the council would be okay with that.  Attorney Belsheim suggested the motion be amended 
to allow the city manager to give authorization for a Sunday race, with adjusted hours, should the 
Saturday night race be cancelled due to weather.  Councilwoman Bellm moved to amend the motion to 
include allowing the city manager to give authorization for Sunday races, with adjusted hours, should 
the Saturday night races be cancelled.  Motion seconded by Councilman Bardill.  Councilwoman 
Zobrist inquired on special races that run during the week, what time would those races end.  Mr. Kuhn 
explained we limit the classes run to three or four on those races, so they should end by 10:00pm.  
Mayor Michaelis noted, last year, we had a complaint from a resident in the Black Oak Street area 
about the noise.  I am not telling you how to run the races; however, we asked that you have regular 
muffler inspections.  Mr. Kuhn noted it was his first year, last year, and he should have had those 
checked more often.  They will be checked periodically.  On the roll call vote to approve the 
amendment to the motion: Rickher, Bardill, Bellm and Zobrist voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.  
Roll Call Vote to approve the Madison County Fair Association’s 2010 race dates requests and allow 
the city manager to give authorization for Sunday races, with adjusted hours: Rickher, Bardill, Bellm 
and Zobrist voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.  Mr. Kuhn thanked the council and police department 
for working with them. 

 
Lebanon Cedar Cruisers – Annual Volkswalk Request – Councilwoman Bellm made a motion 

to grant the request of the Lebanon Cedar Cruisers to use city sidewalks, streets, and the Square to hold 
their annual Volkswalk on Sunday, May 16, 2009, from 8am – 1:30pm, as attached; seconded by 
Councilman Bardill.  Mayor Michaelis read the letter submitted by the Lebanon Cedar Cruisers 
requesting permission.  Roll Call Vote: Rickher, Bardill, Bellm and Zobrist voted aye, none nay.  
Motion carried.  
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Requests of Council: 
Councilwoman Zobrist acknowledged the work the water department staff did on Lemon Street 

in the freezing temperatures last week.  She sent her appreciation to the staff for what they had to do 
out there in the extreme cold.  Councilwoman Bellm concurred. 
 
 
Staff Reports:  
  City Manager Latham informed the council that there will be a public notice of a drinking 
water violation going out in the newspaper and included in the utility bills.   
 
 This past weekend, Building & Code Enforcement Supervisor Kevin Limestall and members 
from Hope Methodist Church completed their first job in the Neighbor Helping Neighbors program.  
The project was a residence on Perch Street.  Two more applicants have applied for assistance under 
the program.  Applications are through the Highland Area Christian Services Ministry.   
  
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

Approve Dates of Special Sessions of the City Council to Discuss the FY 2010-2011 Budget – 
Councilman Bardill made a motion to approve March 8 and March 22, 2010 for special sessions of city 
council meetings to discuss the Fiscal Year 2010-2011 Budget as attached; seconded by Councilwoman 
Bellm.  Roll Call Vote: Rickher, Bardill, Bellm and Zobrist voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.  

 
Bill #10-08/ORDINANCE Conferring Plenary Authority Upon the Telecommunications 

Advisory Board Concerning Editorial Control Regarding the Content of Any Cable Service (Other than 
programming on any channel designated for educational or governmental use) on the Cable System in 
which the City of Highland Holds, or Will Hold, an Ownership Interest – Councilwoman Bellm made a 
motion to approve Bill #10-08/Ordinance #2399 conferring plenary authority upon the 
telecommunications advisory board concerning editorial control regarding the content of any cable 
service (other than programming on any channel designated for educational or governmental use) on the 
cable system in which the City of Highland holds, or will hold, an ownership interest as attached; 
seconded by Councilman Bardill.  Councilwoman Zobrist asked Attorney Belsheim to explain some of 
the provisions in the ordinance that allows for a hearing if someone does not agree with the content due 
to censorship.  Would the council be held liable for the content?  Attorney Belsheim stated the entity 
operating the fiber cable would hold the liability.  However, the fact that we are not liable does not mean 
we will not be sued.  Any time a municipality operates an entity it incurs the risk of someone filing a 
lawsuit.  Councilwoman Zobrist asked City Manager Latham if she read that the IMEA would provide 
assistance.  City Manager Latham clarified the IMEA assisted with putting forth legislation for telecom.  
Roll Call Vote: Bardill, Bellm and Rickher voted aye, Zobrist voted nay.  Mayor Michaelis voted aye.  
Motion carried.  
 

Bill #10-09/RESOLUTION Authorizing Contract for Professional Services with Geotechnology, 
Inc. Regarding Recommendations Concerning the Safety of Bargetzi Lake Dam – Councilman Bardill 
made a motion to approve Bill #10-09/Resolution #10-01-1860 authorizing a contract for professional 
services with Geotechnology, Inc. in the amount of $12,300 for services regarding recommendations 
concerning the safety of Bargetzi Lake Dam as attached; seconded by Councilwoman Bellm.  Roll Call 
Vote: Rickher, Bardill, Bellm and Zobrist voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.  
 

Bill #10-10/ORDINANCE Vacating Plat – Autumn Crest Subdivision – Councilwoman Bellm 
made a motion to approve Bill #10-10/Ordinance #2400 vacating plat in Autumn Crest Subdivision as 
attached; seconded by Councilman Bardill.  Councilman Rickher asked for clarification the issue: The 
utilities have rights of ways and now those utility agencies are granting those rights of way back?  
Attorney Belsheim replied yes.  It is not just the utilities though; this area that has not been developed yet.  
Roll Call Vote: Rickher, Bardill, Bellm and Zobrist voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.  
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Bill #10-11/ORDINANCE Approving Rezoning of 12311 Highland Road – Quitmeyer – 

Councilman Bardill made a motion to approve Bill #10-11/Ordinance #2401 approving the request of 
Kevin Quitmeyer for the rezoning of 12311 Highland Road from “R1C” Single Family Residential to 
Industrial as attached; seconded by Councilwoman Bellm.  Roll Call Vote: Rickher, Bardill, Bellm and 
Zobrist voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.  
 

Bill #10-12/RESOLTUION Making Separate Statement of Findings of Facts in Connection with 
Ordinance granting Special Use Permit – Childerson – 714 Pine Street – Councilwoman Bellm made a 
motion to approve Bill #10-12/Resolution #10-01-1861 making separate statement of findings of fact in 
connection with Ordinance granting Special Use Permit to Kenneth R. Childerson for property at 714 
Pine Street as attached; seconded by Councilman Bardill.  Councilwoman Zobrist noted this here is 
perpetual.  However, he has not reseeded the lawn and a couple other things that are expected to be done 
this spring.  Supervisor Limestall replied yes.  Should there be issues with compliance or other nuisance 
violations, we will cite them or come back and ask the council to revoke this Special Use Permit.  
Councilwoman Zobrist stated I would hope you bring this back to council right away as there have been 
prior issues.  Mayor Michaelis asked Supervisor Limestall, as of right now, is there any noticeable 
nuisance violations.  Supervisor Limestall stated when checked, last week, I did not see any.  Roll Call 
Vote: Rickher, Bardill, Bellm and Zobrist voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.    
 

Bill #10-13/ORDINANCE Granting Special Use Permit – Childerson – 714 Pine Street  - 
Councilman Bardill made a motion to approve Bill #10-13/Ordinance #2402 granting a special use permit 
to Kenneth R. Childerson to allow a two-family dwelling in an R1D Single Family District at 714 Pine 
Street as attached; seconded by Councilwoman Bellm.  Roll Call Vote: Rickher, Bardill, Bellm and 
Zobrist voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried. 
 
 

REPORTS 
 

Approve Warrant #794 – Councilwoman Bellm made a motion to approve Warrant #794 as 
attached; seconded by Councilman Bardill.  Roll Call Vote: Zobrist, Bardill, Rickher and Bellm voted 
aye, none nay.  Motion carried.  

 
Councilwoman Zobrist made a motioned to adjourn; seconded by Councilwoman Bellm.  All 

council members voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 7:33pm.     
 

 
  

Joseph Michaelis, Mayor      Barbara Bellm, City Clerk 


