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MINUTES OF REGULAR SESSION 
HIGHLAND CITY COUNCIL 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2010 

   
Mayor Michaelis called the Regular Session to order at 7:00pm.  Councilmembers present were 

Schwarz, Bardill, Bellm and Zobrist.  Others in attendance: City Manager Mark Latham, City Attorney 
Harold Belsheim, Directors Cook, Gillespie, Rosen, Rusteberg and Schoeck, Police Chief Bell, 
Supervisor Limestall, EMS Captain Crosby, Treasurer Foehner, Deputy City Clerk Hediger, City Clerk 
Bellm; Joy Howard, of WM Financial Strategies; 3 citizens and 1 member of the news media.   

 
 

MINUTES 
 

Councilman Bardill made a motion to approve the minutes of the September 20, 2010 Regular 
Session as attached; seconded by Councilwoman Bellm.  Roll Call Vote: Schwarz, Bardill, Bellm and 
Zobrist voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.     
 

 
PUBLIC FORUM 

 

Citizens’ Requests and Comments: 
Highland News Leader – Trick-or-Treat Trail Request – Councilwoman Bellm made a motion 

to approve the request of the Highland News Leader to hold the Trick-or-Treat Trail on Friday, October 
29, 2010, 2:00–6:00pm, with a rain date of Saturday, October 30, 2010, 10:00am – 12:00pm as 
requested; seconded by Councilman Bardill.  Roll Call Vote: Schwarz, Bardill, Bellm and Zobrist 
voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.   

 
Requests of Council: 

None. 
 

Staff Reports: 
Annual Police Department Report – Chief Terry Bell reported the theme of the report is to say 

we are doing more with less.  Our staff is down 10%; we are operating with a budget from 2008.  In 
2008, our budget equated to a cost of $267 per resident; in 2010, it was $201 per resident.  Class B 
crimes remain steady.  Retail theft increased; burglaries decreased by half, while auto burglaries 
increased.  For Class A crimes, our clearance rates have increased.  We are still addressing community-
policing needs, with the school resource officer and D.A.R.E. program.  Office Matt Storey, the new 
D.A.R.E. officer, recently took top honors at the training program in Missouri.  Additionally, we just 
completed a Safety Seat program a few weeks ago and patrol festivals such as the Kirchenfest, 
Schweizerfest, and PBJ festivals.  Total traffic accidents were down 5%, with no fatalities.  Total police 
incidents reported increased to just over 11,000 calls, while 9-1-1 calls are down.  This tells us we have 
a lot of needs that we are addressing that are not crime oriented.  In the economy we are in, I feel that is 
a good thing.   
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NEW BUSINESS 

 
Bill #10-107/ORDINANCE Authorizing the Issuance of General Obligation Capital 

Appreciation Bonds (Alternate Revenue Source), Series 2010, of the City of Highland, Madison County, 
Illinois, Providing the Details of such Bonds and for an Alternate Revenue Source and the Levy of Direct 
Annual Taxes Sufficient to Pay the Principal of and Interest on such Bonds, and Related Matters  -
Councilman Bardill made a motion to approve Bill #10-107/Ordinance #2436 authorizing the issuance of 
General Obligation Capital Appreciation Bonds (Alternate Revenue Source), Series 2010, of the City of 
Highland, Madison County, Illinois, providing the details of such bonds and for an alternate revenue 
source and the levy of direct annual taxes sufficient to pay the principal of and interest on such bonds, 
and related matters as attached; seconded by Councilwoman Bellm.  Mayor Michaelis asked Joy Howard, 
of WM Financial Strategies, who is the consultant for the city on the bond sale, to come forward.  
Director of Finance Sharon Rusteberg reported the bond sale is completed.  Speaking with Robert Baird 
on Thursday, most of the bonds are sold already, with sales locally to Edwards Jones and The Bank of 
Edwardsville.  Joy Howard reported we selected Robert Baird based upon a true interest cost (TIC) of 
4.51547%.  Interest rates actually declined between the proposal and time of sale, resulting in a 4.4852% 
(TIC).  The change of rate equated to a $15,000 savings for the city.  Ms. Howard added the newspaper 
article covering the last time I was here was very well done and nice; however, the one thing not 
mentioned in the paper, is the fact that the city’s Aa3 rating actually saved the city $329,000.  Roll Call 
Vote: Schwarz, Bardill, Bellm and Zobrist voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.   
  

Bill #10-108/ORDINANCE Abating Taxes Levied for Electric Bonds – Councilwoman Bellm 
made a motion to approve Bill #10-08/Ordinance #2437 abating taxes levied for 2006 electric system 
alternate revenue bonds and interest for the 2010 taxes, payable in 2011, as attached; seconded by 
Councilman Bardill.  Roll Call Vote: Schwarz, Bardill, Bellm and Zobrist voted aye, none nay.  Motion 
carried.   
 
 Bill #10-109/ORDINANCE Abating Taxes Levied for Korte Recreation Center Bonds – 
Councilman Bardill made a motion to approve Bill #10-09/Ordinance #2438 abating taxes levied for 
2003 Korte Recreation Center Alternate Revenue Bond and interest for the 2010 taxes, payable in 2011, 
as attached; seconded by Councilwoman Bellm. Roll Call Vote: Schwarz, Bardill, Bellm and Zobrist 
voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.   
 

Bill #10-110/ORDINANCE Abating Taxes Levied for Street Bonds – Councilwoman Bellm 
made a motion to approve Bill #10-110/Ordinance #2439 abating taxes levied for 2007 Street Alternate 
Revenue Bonds and interest for the 2010 taxes, payable in 2011, as attached; seconded by Councilman 
Bardill. Roll Call Vote: Schwarz, Bardill, Bellm and Zobrist voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.   
 

Bill #10-111/ORDINANCE Amending Reconnection Fees – Councilman Bardill made a motion 
to approve Bill #10-111/Ordinance #2440 amending Section 78-49 “Reconnection After Discontinuance” 
of the Code of Ordinances, to increase the charges for reconnecting electric services as attached; 
seconded by Councilwoman Bellm.  Roll Call Vote: Schwarz, Bardill, Bellm and Zobrist voted aye, none 
nay.  Motion carried.   
 

Approve Preliminary Engineering Services Agreement with Burns & McDonnell Engineering 
Company, Inc. for Spillway Retaining Wall Repair – Phase I – Councilwoman Bellm made a motion to 
approve preliminary engineering services agreement with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Company, 
Inc. for Spillway Retaining Wall Repair – Phase I, in the amount of $86,000 as attached; seconded by 
Councilman Bardill.  Councilman Schwarz inquired how we were selecting this source.  City Manager 
Latham explained we do not bid out engineering services, we get proposals of qualifications and select 
based upon those.  It is an emergency, to some extent.  Burns & McDonnell does do all of our inspections 
and certifications of the dams and spillways.  Councilwoman Zobrist noted this would require a budget 
amendment.  City Manager Latham reported we estimate over $200,000 on this.  Public Works Director 



3 

Joe Gillespie explained this contract would produce the engineering estimates and cost of the shoring 
wall.  Roll Call Vote: Schwarz, Bardill, Bellm and Zobrist voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.   
 
 

Approve Balancing Change Order for PW-03-10 for the Main St. Parking Lots project –  
Councilman Bardill made a motion to approve Balancing Change Order for PW-03-10 for the Main St. 
Parking Lots project, in a deduction amount of $2,291.00 as attached; seconded by Councilwoman Bellm.  
Roll Call Vote: Schwarz, Bardill, Bellm and Zobrist voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.   
 

Award Bid PR-13-10 for the Bargetzi Dam Renovation Project – Councilwoman Bellm made a 
motion to award Bid PR-13-10 for the Bargetzi Dam Renovation Project to Mettler Development, LLC, 
in the amount of $39,100.00 as attached; seconded by Councilman Bardill.  Roll Call Vote: Schwarz, 
Bardill, Bellm and Zobrist voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.   

 
 

REPORTS 
 

Approve Warrants #819 & #820 – Councilman Bardill made a motion to approve Warrants 
#819 & #820 as attached; seconded by Councilwoman Bellm.  Roll Call Vote: Schwarz, Bardill, Bellm 
and Zobrist voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.   
 

 
Councilwoman Bellm made a motion to temporarily adjourn, to conduct an Executive Session 

pursuant to the Illinois Open Meetings Act under Section 2(c)(21) for discussion of executive session 
minutes and 2(c)(1) to discuss personnel matters; seconded by Councilman Bardill. Roll Call Vote: 
Schwarz, Bardill, Bellm and Zobrist voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.  Adjourned at 7:18pm.                    

 
Mayor Michaelis reconvened the Regular Session at 8:20pm.  Council members Schwarz, 

Bardill, Bellm and Zobrist were present.  Others in attendance were City Manager Mark Latham, City 
Attorney Harold Belsheim, Chief Kilgore, EMS Captain Crosby, Director Schoeck, Deputy City Clerk 
Hediger and City Clerk Bellm.  

 
Mayor Michaelis stated nothing discussed in Executive Session would be acted upon tonight.   
 
Councilwoman Bellm motioned to adjourn; seconded by Councilman Bardill.  All council 

members voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:20pm.     
 
 

Joseph Michaelis, Mayor      Barbara Bellm, City Clerk 


