
HIGHLAND, ILLINOIS 
MINUTES OF REGULAR SESSION 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
CITY HALL, 1115 BROADWAY 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 2, 2014 

12:00 PM 
 

Call to Order 
The meeting of the Industrial Development Commission was called to order at 12:03 PM 
by Chairman Darell Bellm. 
 
Roll Call  
Members present:  Chairman Darell Bellm, Vice-Chairman Jon Greve, Eric Rehkemper, 
and Ryan Goodwin.  
Members absent:  Diane Korte-Lindsey and Ex-Officio Member Jami Jansen.   
Also present:  City Manager Mark Latham, Economic Development and Marketing 
Coordinator Lisa Peck, and Recording Secretary Lana Hediger.   
 
Approval of Minutes 
Eric Rehkemper made a motion to approve the minutes of the March 5, 2014 Regular 
Session meeting of the Industrial Development Commission; seconded by Ryan 
Goodwin.  All members voted aye; none voted no; the motion carried. 
 
Reports: 
 
Treasurer’s Report – Ryan Goodwin 
Ryan reported that there was no activity on the account for the past month, therefore, 
the balance in the account is $10,438.17.   
 
Update on other job inquiries – Mark Latham 
Mark reported that Lisa Peck worked on getting an article in the Illinois Business Journal.  
This one highlights the gigabit capabilities of Highland.  There will be another one 
coming out highlighting the TIF and the SJH development.   
 
The incentive agreement associated with the San Gabriel Memory Care Facility, being 
reviewed at this meeting, is primarily focusing on the job creation.  They will be at the 
CPZB meeting tonight to make the case for their Special Use Permit.  And they are 
planning a ground-breaking for later this month.   
 
Mark reported that we have received the plans for the 6,000+ square foot addition that 
Plumber is doing on the east end of the strip that Cloverleaf Bank is in.  Mark believes 
that they already have tenants for the entire addition and so he thinks they will be 
moving quickly with the addition. 
 
Mark reported that we have plans for the retrofit for the new Ruler Foods store.  Mark 
believes that some renovations have been made to the old CVS location which is 
where Glik’s is moving to.  Ruler Foods was anticipating being open by the second 
quarter of this year.  It is taking longer than they expected.  There have been contacts 



made from at least one attorney regarding the outlots there in the front of the 
Northtown Shopping Center.   
 
Lisa reported that the micro-brewery that was looking at the Mid-America Advertising 
building, is now looking at the Wick’s building because there was a church too close to 
the Mid-America Advertising building.  There is a good chance that he could get 
financing and put a large chunk of the Wick’s bldg back in use.  This is a small business 
out of the Edwardsville area.  He has been an engineer his entire life, and this is what he 
wants to do in his retirement.  He would also like to serve beer there.  It was agreed that 
this would be a great use for the Wick’s building because of the atmosphere and 
ample parking available. 
 
SWIC and Lindenwood are still talking about a satellite campus in the Tri-Onics bldg.  
The HHS did a survey of juniors and seniors.  125 of them reported that they would be 
interested in taking classes there.  65 said they weren’t.  A friend of Lisa’s at SWIC said 
that’s about the number of students they have at the Scott Air Force Base campus.  
That doesn’t include any local adults or anyone from outside Highland.  Lisa met with 
Peggy Sebastian yesterday because of the potential synergy of this program, based on 
SWIC’s very strong health sciences curriculum and program.  Peggy was open to the 
idea of offering a letter of support.  Lindenwood also has a nursing program at their St. 
Charles campus and a health administration program offered at both St. Charles and 
Belleville.  We’re not there, but everyone is positive right now.  Lisa is optimistic that this 
will happen in the near future.  The presidents of the two colleges are speaking to each 
other and it will be helpful to have the school and the hospital cooperating.   Hopefully, 
by next month a meeting will have taken place with all the players at the table. 
 
Lisa believes that we submitted a good site (Commerce Place) to the Stone Brewery 
RFP, which we received through the Dept. of Commerce and Economic Opportunity.  
However, their RFP was open to every municipality east of the Mississippi, and they 
would also like to have a large, up-scale restaurant in the same location as the 
brewery.   They are likely to opt for more of an urban setting because of the restaurant 
aspect of the project. 
 
Update on Highland Communication Services – Mark Latham 
Mark reported that due to the high number of sign-ups this month, we now have 1220 
customers.  78 new customers signed up in March.  Our product on the internet side is 
very popular.  We will be doing the locates for the underground portions of Cabinet 11.  
The target date for completion of that is the end of June.  Augusta Estates, Evergreen 
Court, Autumn Crest and Glory Drive will be next.  We will look forward to installing 
Prairie Trails and the Lake View area in 2015.   
 
We signed a contract with a company called Bluebird.  It will provide quite a bit of gig 
service.  The redundant path will be straight from St. Louis all the way up to Chicago.  
It’s coming down the ICN line.  We’re buying 2.5 gigs from them.  The majority of the 
video service will start coming by fiber from the super headend out of Chicago.  Some 
of the satellites you see at the HCS building will be taken out of service.  We will be 
offering a much clearer picture along with a lot more stations that will be in HD.  That 
should be completed within the next 35-40 days.   
 



We will be offering more bandwidth services in the next few months.  We are getting 
ready to offer a 200 meg service, a 500 meg service and a 1 gig service to our 
commercial customers.  On the residential side, we’re going from 100 meg to a 200 
meg service.  We’re preparing all that for council approval right now.  That is what 
classifies us as a gigabit city.   
 
Update on Highland Entrepreneurship Program – Mark Latham 
Mark reported that we will be entering into a contract with SIUE Small Business 
Development Center that will begin June 1 for the administration of the 
entrepreneurship program.   
 
Currently we are meeting weekly with Core Physicians.  We’re meeting once every two 
weeks with Charlie Dave’s.  We will be meeting with Lory Theatre next Wednesday.  We 
will meet with Tim Reaka in two weeks.  He’s made an offer on a house that he is willing 
to buy and will need to get some zoning issues taken care of.  We meet with him about 
every two weeks.  Sammie’s will call their mentors if they feel they need any guidance 
at this point.  Mark spoke with Rex Database.  He is doing really well and doesn’t need 
to meet consistently.  He is looking at leasing space fairly soon.     
 
We will be marketing about the time we start up with SIUE.   
 
Darell asked if the Cabinet Gallery crib business is still viable.  Mark indicated that he 
does not know where they are with it.     
 
 
New Business: 
 
San Gabriel Memory Care Redevelopment Agreement – Mark Latham 
Mark reported that the incentives are based on 20% of the eligible project costs.  He 
briefly reviewed the agreement.  First there will be reimbursement of the permit fees.  
There will be four full-time jobs and approximately 30 part-time jobs created through 
this.   
 
Mark commended Kelly Korte on her management of the reimbursement process for 
development agreements.   
 
Eric Rehkemper made a motion to recommend the agreement to the City Council as is 
and, including language tying property tax abatement to job creation, as indicated in 
their application.  The motion was seconded by Ryan Goodwin.  All members voted 
aye; no voted no, the motion carried.   
 
Next Meeting: 
The next meeting of the Industrial Development Commission is scheduled for 
Wednesday, May 7, 2014.  
 
Adjournment 
Eric Rehkemper made a motion to adjourn; seconded by Ryan Goodwin.  All members 
voted aye; none voted no.  The motion carried and the meeting adjourned at 12:43 
PM. 
 


