
HIGHLAND, ILLINOIS 
MINUTES OF REGULAR SESSION 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
CITY HALL, 1115 BROADWAY 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 2, 2014 
12:00 PM 

 
Call to Order 
The meeting of the Industrial Development Commission was called to order at 12:00 PM 
by Chairman Darell Bellm. 
 
Roll Call  
Members present: Chairman Darell Bellm, Eric Rehkemper, Ryan Goodwin, Diane Korte-
Lindsey.   
Members absent: Vice-Chairman Jon Greve and Ex-Officio Member Jami Jansen.  
Also present: City Manager Mark Latham, Economic Development and Marketing 
Coordinator Lisa Peck, SIU-E Intern Mallard Hubbard, and Recording Secretary Lana 
Hediger.  
 
Approval of Minutes 
Ryan Goodwin made a motion to approve the minutes of the June 11, 2014 Regular 
Session meeting of the Industrial Development Commission; seconded by Eric 
Rehkemper.  All members voted aye; none voted no; the motion carried. 
 
Introduction of Intern 
Mallard Hubbard is the intern from the SIU.-E Small Business Development Center.  
Mallard has just graduated from SIU-E with a Bachelors degree in Economics and 
Finance.  He is pursuing his Masters degree in Economics and Finance and is helping 
Lisa with the Entrepreneurship Program and anything else she needs help on.  Mallard 
was welcomed by the committee members.   
 
 
Reports: 
 
Treasurer’s Report – Ryan Goodwin 
Ryan handed out copies of the bank statement as of June 30, 2014.  The balance at 
the end of May was $12,506.90; there was a deposit of $689.43; $0.27 was paid in 
interest; making the ending balance $13,196.60.  Eric made a motion to accept the 
treasurer’s report; the motion was seconded by Diane.  All members voted aye; none 
voted no.  The motion carried. 
 
Update on other job inquiries – Mark Latham 
Mark reported that things between Gliks and Ruler Foods are being worked out.  They 
are narrowing the amount of space they will actually lease which will not include the 
tanning salon.  Their architect is working on drawings of the area they have agreed to 
lease.  Those plans should be complete within about 45 days.  They will give those plans 
to the three lowest bidders for revised bids and hopefully get started with construction 
in early fall.   



 
Mark confirmed that there is a contract for purchase on the 4-5-6 building and the rest 
of that McGinley property.  The intended purpose of the building is an antique store.  
The purchaser has picked up an application for Business District Development funding.   
 
Mark had a meeting with Peggy Sebastian on Friday and she indicated that she has 
given ARCH a deadline for submitting a proposal.  So she should know soon whether it 
will be ARCH or AirEvac that will be moving to the St. Joseph’s Hospital property as their 
exclusive provider for air ambulance. 
 
Mark indicated that he should be meeting with Ranken Technical College within the 
next 30 days to discuss usage of the Tri-Onics building. 
 
A meeting was held with the hospital recently to discuss development of the area 
surrounding the hospital so that the City can move forward with development of the 
infrastructure.  It will be a two-part contract that Mark hopes will begin this fall.  First part 
will be dirt work to create the pond and the second part will be for construction of the 
road and utilities which will likely be built next spring.  Ryan asked if the intersection of 
the new road at U.S. Hwy 40 would be signalized.  Mark indicated that IDOT would 
perform a traffic study there to determine what is required.   
 
Mark stated that when Lisa was in Omaha, NE, learned that most states have incentive 
packages specifically for development of data centers that wave their sales tax.  Jay 
Hoffman has agreed to sponsor legislation to accomplish this in Illinois.  Mark is also 
trying to get Charlie Meier and Kyle McCarter help support that effort. 
 
Lisa reported that Minnesota and Nebraska both have incentives at the state level 
which are available data centers which wave the sales tax on their equipment which is 
huge.  Illinois currently has nothing to compete with that.  It takes several years to get 
out in the environment and get to know the players in the data center world.  Nebraska 
was just spending $40,000 to draw site selectors in and taking them on a tour.  Lisa also 
made a contact with a site selector that will be sending her a request for data on 
Highland, which will be on file with their company so that whenever we seem to be a fit 
for a particular project, we will be pulled into the process.  Chairman Bellm asked if 
Missouri has any incentives like that.  Lisa indicated that Missouri is not profiled as having 
anything like that and they are not big on the data center business.  One of the 
speakers indicated that St. Louis is not a big player in the data center world right now.   
 
 
Update on Highland Communication Services – Mark Latham 
Mark reported that we now have 1397 customers as of June 30.  Over 130 customers 
have signed up since May 1.  HCS billed out $129,000 in June.  HCS is adding a lot of HD 
channels.  People are having trouble keeping up with the channel guide.  HCS is 
getting ready to sign a contract with QVC/Shop Now in which HCS will get a portion of 
what they sell.  Mark was just given a presentation on Video On Demand (VOD) which 
HCS can afford now.  The technology available through HCS now is impressive.  HCS is 
booked solid on installs this month.   
 



Lisa and Mark will be making a presentation on Sept. 11 to the St. Louis Regional 
Chamber’s Broadband Summit.  They are bringing people in to talk about bringing St. 
Louis up to speed with where Kansas City is relating to fiber technology.  Mark 
commended Lisa for getting the word out to the St. Louis metropolitan area about 
Highland, especially on the St. Louis side of the river.  Lisa added that there will be 
several hundred people who care about this issue at the Broadband Summit and St. 
Louis Business Journal will be doing an article on that.   
 
Update on Highland Entrepreneurship Program – Lisa Peck 
Lisa reported that it is status quo.  Core, Charlie Dave’s, Lowensteins, are still meeting 
regularly.  The Lory Theater is meeting quarterly.  Dandy Dog is on hold at the moment 
until he does the build-out, then he will resume.  Lisa is looking for more mentors and 
mentees.  Tomorrow Lisa is hosting a lunch for the HEP mentors to learn from them how 
the program is working and to get ideas on how it can be improved.   
 
Update on meetings with institutions of higher learning – Lisa Peck 
Lisa reported that Lindenwood announced that they are moving into the old Sanford 
Brown building in Collinsville.  She has met with SWIC lately, and their moving here is 
contingent on finding another university to partner with them.  Lisa’s contact at the 
county is still optimistic and interested in helping with this project from the county level.   
 
Update on Wick’s Business Incubator – Lisa Peck 
Lisa reported that the concept is out there; we have reached out to the property 
owners and they couldn’t fill that niche.   
 
 
New Business: 
 
HEP Business Plan Competition 
Lisa passed out information packets on her Gigabit Challenge Business Plan 
Competition.  She believes the “Gigabit” aspect will allow her to leverage a lot of press 
on the fiber business and that it can be used as an attraction piece to bring some tech 
businesses from St. Louis.  She reviewed the details briefly with the members.  Ryan 
asked if the St. Louis challenge required an application fee.  Lisa was not aware of one.  
Lisa believes this will create interest in people looking for incubator space and possibly 
Ranken Technology College.  It could be good for the entrepreneurship program and 
for the HCS business.   
 
Darell asked if it would be advisable to purchase the Tri-Onics building so that we can 
rent out parts of it, when needed.  The twelve acres that it sits on is what the value of 
the property would be.  The building itself is not well-suited for very many types of 
businesses.  The location will not work for a data center because it is too close to the rail 
which is considered a critical threat.  Diane was interested in what the utilities were on 
the building.  Lisa indicated that she thinks routine maintenance is being deferred and 
that the building is in some state of decline.  Darell thinks he remembers that the taxes 
on the property were around $900,000. 
 
Mark indicated that he would feel better waiting until after meeting with Ranken, but 
will run this by the Mayor and council members and if they approve, he will work with 



John Long to put together an offer.  He will bring that offer to the IDC at next month’s 
meeting.   
 
Diane made a motion that Lisa proceed with the Gigabit Business Challenge 
Competition; seconded by Eric.  All members voted in favor, none opposed.  The 
motion carried.   
 
Eric asked if there was any word on DePetrich Brewing Company.  Mark indicated that 
we have not heard from him.  Mark has heard that the Railshake Inn is for sale.  The 
incentives are transferrable to any new owner.  Lisa Peck likes to have lunch meetings 
there so that she can tell the story of how it was slated for demolition and then 
rehabbed into a successful business.   
 
Darell asked if there is an update on the Enterprise Zones.  Lisa reported on the recent 
meeting held at the county.  The maps for each community are being developed at 
this point.  Highland sent in what we wanted the map to look like.  We may have to trim 
that area back to leave some room for future expansion of the zone in the future.  8 of 
the 10 tests are based on the local labor market.  All of Madison, all of St. Clair, and part 
of Bond County will make up our local labor market because they are within 30 minutes 
drive time.   
 
Excel Bottling Company is looking to expand and Mark is doing everything he can to 
get that to happen in Highland.   
 
 
Next Meeting: 
The date of the next meeting of the Industrial Development Commission is scheduled 
for Wednesday, August 6, 2014.  
 
Adjournment 
Eric Rehkemper made a motion to adjourn; seconded by Ryan Goodwin. All members 
voted aye; none voted no. The motion carried and the meeting adjourned at 12:53 PM. 
 

 


