
  
     

PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY COMMISSION 
MEETING MINUTES 

11 OCTOBER 2011 - 7:00 PM 
KORTE REC CENTER 

 
 Meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm.   
 Roll Call 

Members Present:  Susan Amaro 
Joyce Zerban 
Linda Montayne 
Wayne Wirz 

      
  Members Absent: Suanne Davendonis (out of town) 
     Mark Reaka  
     Pam Lecerf  
 
 Mark Rosen, Director, Parks and Recreation, City of Highland, provided members 

present with updates as follows: 
 

o Young at Heart Program struggling somewhat – most event must have minimum 
number of attendees which recent events have had to cancel due to lack of 
minimum numbers.  Department is researching and analyzing 

o Korte Rec Center is opening at 5am starting 1 January – in answer to request from 
facility users 

o Various classes are undergoing modifications/updates to keep them fresh 
o Youth programs (not athletics) are doing well although trips are not as well 

attended as the department would like to see  
o Phone call from Santa will be started this year 
o Movie in the Park – 35 attendees (good showing) 
o Night Hike – 100+ attendees (another good showing) 
o Haunted Trail coming up – anticipate increased attendance from last year 
o Korte Rec Center has added additional TVs to display upcoming registrations, 

programs, etc. and were purchased by a gentleman that sold ads for local 
businesses 

o Rec Center will be open from 7:00-930 am on Thanksgiving Day 
o Adjustments being made to aerobics fees – analysis indicated excessive fees for 

participates who sign up for classes regularly; final decision pending 
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o Revenue and expenses are on-track; department is doing will financially.  Does 
not anticipate any shortfalls or excessive overages this budget year and is 
operating in the black 

o Pavilion reservations at Silver Lake Park are undergoing an analysis for possible 
fee/reservation policy modifications 
 136 reservations for pavilions (includes all parks)  
 132 of those were from Highland residents 
 $10.00 = reservation fee for Highland residents to be recommended 
 Need to evaluate cost/value as improvements to the parks and costs 

associated with having Natural Resource Officer continue to increase 
o Mark Rosen is tentatively planning on hosting a form of a Hornussen (an 

indigenous Swiss sport or Swiss Baseball) tournament in conjunction with 
Highland’s upcoming anniversary celebration; Members of the Parks and 
Recreation Commission are asked to  provide comments or suggestions 
 

 New / Ongoing Business: 
o Trail Banner Design: 

 Discussed submissions for trail banner design. 
 Commission recommends the original intent of selecting a design from 

submissions of local residents be dismissed in exchange for a professional 
design.   

 Commission understands this will incur a cost to the city but believes a 
professional design from a firm that completely understands the intent and 
objectives of the Sursee Trail and Highland’s strategic goals and 
objectives will outweigh any associated costs.   

 Commission also recommends the city consider modification to existing 
or planned contract with Taylor studios to include a design for the trail 
banner. 

 Mark Rosen will inform city leadership of commission’s recommendation 
for their consideration 

o Trail Sponsorship: 
 Mark Rosen informed that city leadership would like to see the 

commission’s recommendations for trail sponsorship opportunities 
 Sue Amaro volunteered to create initial draft for potential ideas which will 

be evaluated and refined via a special commission meeting (date is TBD) 
o Commission Visibility and Trail Events: 

 Commission would like to see the trail have more public visibility and its 
members to be more publically involved in those events. 

 Recommendations: 
 Regular newspaper article at each major stage of trail section 

start/completion including a rough “progress map” indicating 
entire trail; what sections are completed; which are in progress and 
what sections are left.   

 Schedule a “groundbreaking” event attended by city and parks and 
recreation leadership as well as commission members  

 



 
With no further business to discuss, meeting was adjourned at 8:10pm 
 
In keeping with regular meeting schedule of second Tuesday of first month of each quarter, 2012 
Parks and Recreation meetings are scheduled for: 

 10 January 2012 
 10 Apr 2012 
 10 Jul 2012 
 and 9 October 2012 

Next meeting scheduled for 10 January 2012, 7pm, Korte Rec Center. 
 

 
 
Suanne Davendonis      Susan Amaro 
Chairman, Parks and Rec Advisory Commission  Secretary 


