HIGHLAND TREE COMMISSION
Minutes of September 3, 2013 Meeting, Korte Rec Center

Members present: Kathryn Comish, Shelia G, Ellen, Daryl N., Barb S., and Mark Rosen

Others in attendance: Bob Coleman and Peg Bellm

The meeting was called to order at 4:06 by chair Barb Stallard

Minutes were approved from June meeting. Mark said he expected Mr. Richard Wagner to be in attendance.
Peg thought his application had been turned in to Lana at City Hall. Bob Coleman said he had turned his
paperwork in as well. Shelia G. turned hers in this summer. (previously she served as liaison for the school.

Old Business: 1.Barb has had no luck contacting Elizabeth Schwarz so we will ask Lana to mail something to
her home address before taking her off the commission role.

2. Daryl did some background checking on which varieties similar to the Yoshino Cherry (bloom early half of
April) would be adaptable to our climate and offer a wide range of bloom time(late March- late May). His
employee Matt contacted the extension and they talked to folks at the Botanical Gardens. In addition to
cherry trees like the Kwanzan, Manchurian, etc. he mentioned Saucer Magnolia, Star Magnolia, Redbud
Dogwood and Crabapple. Daryl said his business could donate 20-25 trees to get us started with our spring
blooming trees. He suggested we involve the Garden Club, the Green team at school, and the Farmer's Market
team. Currently it costs $125 for someone to request a Memorial tree be planted by the city. Peg B. suggested
we ask about possible use of tourism tax dollars. Currently funds are available for such things as Street Art
and Art in the Park. She told us the Highland Celebrates committee which did the 175th Jubilee was continuing
to raise funds for the 200th year event. A walking/driving tour of the town could include trees in bloom. Any
funds raised could be used to maintain the pathway surface at the arboretum. There could be planting
demonstrations, baby tree area, bulbs for sale, etc. We need to think of a name for the spring festival. Peg
likes connecting names to the Swiss link in our heritage. 3. American Chestnut-Barb asked Kathryn to bring
back the article given to the commission by Deanna Harlan. When last discussed the cost of $300 for a tree
was deemed too much. 4. Arboretum path - At this time, a lack of adequate funding prohibits material for the
trails other than crushed limestone. 5. The TC notebook needs to be kept up to date so that we can use the
information when applying for tree city status or grant proposals, etc. Please pass on any newspaper articles
to Barb.

New Business: 1.Barb mentioned the article Kathryn submitted to the Pioneer on summer flowering trees.
Mr. Wagner it is hoped will be willing to write and submit articles once he starts. 2. Framed tree poem from
Mary Holdeman via Dick Aten. Everyone felt the public library would be the preferred location over the Korte
Rec center for public display. We will inquire at the library to see if there is room near the books on trees
section. 3. Emerald Ash Borer update - we are hearing more about how treatment only extended to infested
trees is the best course of action (compared to removal of species) Daryl told about a story involving Joe
Michaelis and a neighbor with an unhealthy tree. Bob Coleman asked some questions regarding the EAB. 4.
Signage at the park- Mark Rosen said Joe Gillispie could help with getting the brown state signs for the
arboretum (like those posted before when it was located at the high school) to put out on Rt 143. Additional
signage for tree identification requested by Jerry Zobrist - online search showed plaques with attractive posts
in tree ring, Mark will continue to investigate.

Ellen made a motion to adjourn and we did so about 5 p.m.

Minutes respectfully submitted by Kathryn Comish



