Minutes of the Highland Tree Commission Meeting
March 1, 2011
Korte Recreation Center

Members Present: Kathryn Comish, Sheila Gruender, Josh Hetley, Jeannie Korte, Bill Peck, Barbara Stallard, Patricia Steiner, Mark
Rosen & Kelly Burbridge (filling in for Darrel Newman)

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Bill Peck at 4:00 pm. The minutes of the February meeting were approved.

There were no guests or resident requests.

Old Business

Arboretum Planting Design — The sole copy of the arboretum berm planting design is in the possession of Ryan Hummert who is
using it to plan future plantings. Bill asked Mark if he could get a copy of the design to submit with the Green America Grant
Application. Mark agreed to contact Ryan and get a copy to Bill.

Gateway Green Industry Conference — Barb Stallard attended this annual two-day conference in February. There were many
interesting topics, including rain gardens, landscaping with native plants, weed control and edibles in the landscape. Barb plans to
write one or more articles on what she learned at the conference for submission to the Highland Newsleader.

Arbor Day Student Poems — Sheila passed around a draft of the Arbor Day Poetry Contest entry form. Since the National Arbor Day
Foundation is not having a poster contest as in past years, the TC plans to hold a poetry contest for students in grades 4 through 6 in
conjunction with our Arbor Day celebration. TC members made a few minor suggestions for the poetry contest entry form. Sheila
will distribute it to students at both Highland and St. Paul schools. Poems are to be received by March 31. The TC agreed that we
would have two winners per grade level. Sheila will bring what she determines to be the best five or so per grade level to the April
meeting. TC members will then determine the winners. Contest winners will be awarded $25 Chamber of Commerce gift certificates
and will be asked to read their poems at the Arbor Day celebration on April 28.

Arbor Day Celebration Senior Flyer — Barb passed around a draft of a flyer with information about our upcoming Arbor Day
celebration. This flyer is intended for distribution to our local nursing homes and senior living facilities. Pat Steiner will take them to
each place and extend an invitation to the residents to attend our celebration. TC members made a few minor suggestions for the
flyer. Barb will revise accordingly. Mark will make enough copies for Pat to distribute to the homes next month.

News Leader “Favorite Tree” Articles — The TC plans to do a series of articles for the Newsleader on our favorite trees. The purpose
of this series is to inform readers about exceptional trees for our area and to increase awareness of the Tree Commission and its role
in our community. Barb passed around a sign-up sheet on which each member was asked to list which tree they would be writing
about. The list includes: Sweet Gum, Kathryn; Prairiefire Crabapple, Jeannie; Pink Dogwood, Sheila; Autumn Gold Ginkgo, Darrel;
Buckeye, Pat; Maple, Bill; Tri-Color Beech, Josh; Stewartia, Barb. Barb will determine the order of the articles based on peak time for
each tree. Pink Dogwood would be first and Prairiefire Crabapple second based on their bloom time in the spring. TC members are
not bound to this list and may change their minds later.

New Business

Arbor Day Celebration Announcement — Jeannie will submit an article to the Newsleader next month inviting the public to attend
our Arbor Day celebration on April 28. Planned activities include tree and berm planting demonstrations, poetry contest awards and
readings and refreshments. We will designate one of the trees planted in honor of Dennis Calvert, past chairman of the Tree
Commission.

New Cemetery Entrance Plan — Josh agreed to serve in an advisory capacity for this project several months ago, but has of yet heard
nothing from the City. The project is pending.

Arbor Day Display Items — Bill asked TC members for any new materials he could include in the Arbor Day display at the library. Mark
stated that he often gets new materials at the Tree City USA conference and will pass on anything new on to Bill.

Tree Board U On-Line Training — Bill recently completed this on-line course. He said it took about 6 hours to complete the program
and that he felt it to be very comprehensive and worthwhile. He recommended that other TC members look into it as well.

Green America Award Projects — Bill asked for input regarding TC projects he could include in the Green America grant application.
TC members suggested listing ongoing work at the arboretum, peripheral route design plans and cemetery entrance design plans
(both pending at this time). Bill will submit the grant application around March 15.

The meeting was adjourned at 4:45 pm. The next meeting will be April 5™ 2011 at 4:00 pm.

Respectfully submitted by Jeannie Korte



