Minutes of the Highland Tree Commission Meeting
Tuesday, April 5, 2011
Korte Recreation Center

Members Present: Kathryn Comish, Sheila Gruender, Jeannie Korte, Darrel Newman, Bill Peck, Mark Rosen, Barbara
Stallard, Patricia Steiner.
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Bill Peck at 4:00pm. The minutes of the March meeting were approved.

Guests: Bill Burke of Oates & Associates presented a proposal for a landscape plan for the City’s peripheral route. The
plan was quite comprehensive and included two design options. One plan utilized mainly tall street trees such as elm or
sycamore. The other incorporated more flowering trees, such as cherry or crabapple. Mr. Burke emphasized that these
plans were preliminary and that the final design could be quite different, perhaps incorporating aspects of both design
options. He asked for input from TC members regarding plant choice or further suggestions. Cost estimates are about
$400 per tree; this assumes purchasing a tree of larger caliper and includes labor. Based on the number of trees
proposed in the design, the cost could be up to $100,000 per mile. Mr. Burke said that the cost estimates are generous
and would vary depending on who did the planting, size of trees selected, etc. Each TC member was given a copy of the
plan. Suggestions are to be given to Bill Peck who will forward them by September. Oates & Associates hopes to have a
final proposal late this year to present to the City for approval.

Old Business

Cemetery Entrance Plan — Mark reported that landscapers are submitting plans for consideration.

Arbor Day Display at Library — Bill reported that the Arbor Day display is up at the library.

Green America Awards Grant — Bill has submitted our application for this grant. Winners will be selected April 19.
Arbor Day Celebration Announcement — Jeannie has a press release nearly ready to submit announcing our Arbor Day
Celebration and inviting the public. She will submit the article to the newspaper after incorporating final details to be
determined at today’s meeting.

News Leader ‘Favorite Tree’ articles — ‘Favorite Tree’ articles are to be written by each TC member and submitted to
Curt Libbra this month. Barb also requested that a copy be sent to her so that she can assist Curt in determining the
best time to run each article. Articles should be about 400 words in length. Sheila’s article on Pink Dogwoods will run
first; Jeannie’s on Prairiefire Crabapple next. Photos of each tree and TC member will accompany the articles.

New Business

Arbor Day Celebration Plantings — Mark reported that two trees and some plants for the berms have been ordered. At
Barb’s suggestion, TC members decided to plant only the two trees at the Arbor Day celebration since we are limited on
time. (School Green Team has to be back at school by 4:30) Berm plantings could be done ahead of time and be ready
for viewing/educational purposes that day.

Kiosk Plague — Mark passed around the metal plaque that will be mounted to the kiosk constructed at the Arboretum by
Scout Michael Ferguson as his Eagle Scout project. The plaque reads: Highland Regional Arboretum — Established March
2008 at Silver Lake Park for the purpose of educating the public on the beauty and preservation of trees.

Arbor Day Senior Parking — It was suggested that TC members and the school bus park at the more distant, larger lot
near the large pavilion, reserving the lot closer to the Arboretum for senior guests.

Arbor Day Celebration Schedule — Our planned schedule of activities is as follows: Welcome — Announce Poetry Contest
Winners — Students Read Poems — Award Prizes — Tree Planting Demonstrations — Refreshments

Mark will check into bringing a portable sound system for the poetry reading. Jeannie has submitted a request for the
Mayor to sign the Arbor Day Proclamation. This will be done at the next City Council Meeting.

Arbor Day Poem Winners — Sheila reported that 135 students in grades 4 through 6 submitted poems for the contest.
She and Jeannie met and narrowed down the selections to 6 per grade level. Sheila asked TC members to read the 18
remaining and choose two from each grade. She will tally the results to come up with one winner from each grade. The
three winners will each receive a medal and a $25 Chamber of Commerce gift certificate. Sheila asked if we could
purchase ribbons/bookmarks for each participant. The ribbons would be imprinted and cost about .60 each. All thought
this was a good idea; Mark said there were funds available to cover the expense.

The meeting was adjourned at 5:10pm. There will be no May meeting. Instead, we will hold our Arbor Day celebration
on April 28 at 3:30pm at the Arboretum.
Respectfully submitted by Jeannie Korte



