Minutes of the Highland Tree Commission Meeting
Korte Recreation Center
January 3, 2012

Members Present: Jeannie Korte, Darrel Newman, Bill Peck, Barb Stallard
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Bill Peck at 4:05. The minutes of the December meeting were
approved. There were no guests or resident requests.

Old Business

Sept. 2012 Tree Hunt — Barb has gotten a quote from Journal Printing on the cost of producing a 40 page spiral-
bound booklet for the Tree Hunt, our Arbor Day/175th Jubilee community project. The booklet would contain
introductory material on trees and tree care, rules/regulations on the contest, a map and clues. 50 booklets
would cost @ $309; 100 booklets $456. TC members were concerned that the cost may be prohibitive and
discussed other options, i.e. a smaller booklet, or perhaps soliciting businesses to advertise in the booklet for a
small fee. The fee could cover the printing cost and prizes. Bill will contact Mark to get his opinion on this.
Darrel volunteered to contact potential advertisers from among his business associates and acquaintances
pending Mark’s OK. Barb will put together a prototype of the booklet for the next meeting.

Recognition Request — Former TC member Patricia Steiner has suggested that retiring TC members be
recognized at the City Council meeting when their replacement is announced. Bill will pass on this suggestion.
Favorite Tree Article Update — The first in our series of Favorite Tree articles appeared in the Highland News
Leader on Dec. 14. The article on the Pink Dogwood was written by former school liaison Sheila Gruender. Barb
will contact Curt Libbra to establish an order for subsequent articles and determine a general timeline.

Tree City Growth Award — Ryan Hummert submitted the required documentation and application for the Tree
City Growth Award and had more than enough points to qualify. Notification should be forthcoming.

New Business

100 Maples on Iberg Road — The City was offered the opportunity to purchase 100 maple trees (Red Sunset and
Burgundy Bells) for a very nominal price. The trees were ordered and scheduled to be planted on the Iberg Road
extension. Mark is working with Oates and Associates to determine the exact placement of the trees. Concern
was expressed about planting so many of the same variety in close proximity in the event of disease or insect
infestation.

Alliance for Community Trees — Barb reported that Garden Club members gave her information on a possible
grant from the Alliance for Community Trees. Grant requirements, conditions and cost are very high, so TC
members decided to forgo this grant application.

White Pine Decline — Bill reported that Dick Aten brought to his attention that White Pine trees are declining in
this area. A University of Illinois inquiry as to the cause of this problem was inconclusive. Barb and Darrel stated
that White Pines are not native to this area and typically do not do as well as native species. Coupled with the
extreme weather conditions we’ve had the last couple of years, dieback and wilting in White Pines is not
surprising.

Dupont Imprelis Herbicide — Bill reported that there is a class-action lawsuit against Dupont because Imprelis
herbicide has been implicated in thousands of spruce and pine tree deaths. Dupont continues to sell the
herbicide but warns against using treated grasses as mulch. Darrel stated that he is not aware of this particular
herbicide being used in this area.

Library Arbor Day Display — Bill is looking for items for the Arbor Day display at the library during the month of
April. Any materials TC members have to share would be appreciated.

The meeting was adjourned at 4:40 pm. The next meeting will be February 7 at 4:00 pm.



